
economy improves and we are 

seeing new customers and 

additional work  contracts. 
 

Quite innocently, in doing my 

grocery shopping a few days 

ago, lost in train of thought, I 

turned the wrong way - and 

when I looked up , there in 

front of me was a stand with 

the following note card staring 

directly at me:ñMost obstacles 

melt away when we make up 

our minds to walk boldly 

through themò (Orison Swett 

Marden). And it made me 

smile.  I thought back over all 

the challenges we have faced  

in the last year and the benefits 

we are reaping from facing 

them head on.  I realized then,  

that a year from now we will 

emerge a much stronger 

organization that has not only 

survived but prospered 

through the difficult times, 

and, more importantly, we will 

have served as a model to 

those we educate and train. It 

is the least we can do for those 

we serve. 

As the winter 

warms and we 

experience an 

early, albeit 

temporary, thaw 

we are able to survey the 

damages of the weather we 

have endured.  It is in much 

the same way we that we are 

beginning to reflect on the 

impact of the State budget.  By 

now you have all become 

familiar with the cuts and 

reductions we as citizens of 

New York State are facing.  

The economic times we face 

pose challenges for all of us 

and non-profits are facing 

particularly challenging times.  

Our funding base is eroding 

due to the state deficit and the 

philanthropic donor base is 

shrinking, all the while the 

need for services is growing. 
 

We donôt know what we will 

face in the 2010-2011 year 

even though the NYS Budget 

summary has been released - 

the devil is in the details.  This 

wil l  be a particularly 

challenging year as we all know 

the costs of health insurance, 

utilities, and general operating 

supplies continue to increase at 

sometimes staggering levels. 
 

While many are worried and 

wonder about the future, here at 

Cantalician we have been 

act ively addressing our 

financial well being to ensure 

minimal program disruptions.  

Over the last several years the 

agency has faced major funding 

shortfalls. This year, working 

diligently with our funding 

partners,  we have been able to 

realize rate increases for our 

academic programs that going 

forward will allow us to not 

only continue to operate but 

enhance our  programs.  

Additionally, we have gained 

approval for several new 

programs to enhance our Adult 

Service programs and offer 

greater opportunities through 

our Supported Employment  

Program.  Changes in our Sales 

and Production Operations are 

beginning to bear fruit as the 
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Live Learn Laugh  

 The holidayôs were a little brighter as the 

students and staff enjoyed visits from two area 

schools.  
 

Saint Dominic Savio of Niagara Falls stopped 

by to donate warm socks to the kids. They 

stayed to decorate Christmas cookies and 

enjoy the festivities at the CCL holiday party.  
 

St. Joseph Collegiate Swing Choir also came by 

to give an amazing performance for the entire 

Cantalician agency. Once again they were 

gracious, heart warming and so very talented. As 

we move into the new year, we remember these 

wonderful visits and wish all of our new and old 

friends peace and joy. 



P A G E  2  

C A N T A L I C I A N  T I M E S  

From Principal Mike Kinz 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of the 

Cantalician Family a Happy New Year! Now that the Holiday 

rush is over and a New Year is beginning, it affords us time to 

reflect on those resolutions we realize are important. Our 

resolution at the Cantalician Center has always been to provide the best educational 

experience to the students we serve. We also recognize how important it is for us to 

help foster a positive attitude towards school and life long learning. 
 

We have been busy at Eggert Road with many meaningful activities that are beneficial to the 

development of our students. The students have now settled in and have responded positively to their 

routines and the expectations that we have for them. As I visit each room, I have witnessed the progress that students are making 

and it gives me great joy to see them blossom. Iôm very proud of the staff and their hard work. Iôm equally as proud of the 

students and the efforts they are demonstrating to achieve success! 

 

Our school celebrated Thanksgiving on November 25th. The students made pilgrim hats and bonnets, 

partook in a true Thanksgiving feast with all the trimmings, and had a wonderful day.  Many thanks to 

the cafeteria who prepared this wonderful feast -- Miss Molly, Miss Penny and Miss Lucille! 

 

Santa paid a visit to our school on December 9th to have a picture taken with all the good little boys and 

girls at Cantalician Center. 

 

On December 15th we held our annual Holiday presentation titled ñA Crayola Holiday Musical.ò Under 

the guidance of Miss Doris Boyd, the students practiced almost everyday since we returned from 

Thanksgiving break and, as usual, they amazed everyone with their performances. 

 

Finally, I would like to wish you and yours a healthy and prosperous New Year! 

Eggert Road Early Childhood Center  

Christmas at Cantalician  
By Sister Paul Marie, Director of Education 

 

Sometimes I wonder what touches the heart of a 

person at Christmas.  When this feeling 

overcomes me, all I need to do is walk around 

Cantalician Center to find the daily signs of care 

and love that occur over and over again.  Through 

the ongoing exchange between children, or staff and children, 

you can learn how to truly find the true spirit of Christmas.    
 

When the students from Main Street played their final ñSuper 

Bowlò game of football, and one of the girls from the losing 

team felt down and out é it only took a fellow student to come 

to her and whisper, ñitôs OK.ò Not only did a smile appear on 

her face, but the helpful student was elated and satisfied that he 

was able to help a classmate become happy again.  What a way 

to learn that we donôt always have to be on the winning side of 

things. 
 

When Santa Claus visited on Eggert Road, shy and hesitant 

students entered the room.  But as they looked at Santa and sat 

on his lap they left with a grin wider than their faces.  The 

principal, teachers, and adults in the room could not help but 

ñcatch the spiritò as the eyes of children opened wide and joy 

radiated from their very being.   
 

When St. Nicholas visited and left many gifts for the children 

é the sense of surprise and gratitude was visible.  The simple 

gift of a new hat brought such joy and appreciation that 

students wore those hats for days and took pride in coming to 

show me what they received.   
 

When you walk through the halls and hear (their own 

rendition) of Christmas carols and poems é you cannot help 

but smile to yourself.   As if they were in a world of their own, 

they sing out with angelic voices which reach out and touch 

your heart in a way that is unexplainable. 
 

You see, it doesnôt take much to find the true spirit of 

Christmas at Cantalician Center.  And here, Christmas does not 

only come once a year.  In ways we often canôt explain, our 

children bring about a new birth with their sincerity, radiance, 

simplicity, gratitude and loving kindness toward each other and 

those whose hearts they get to touch.   

 

WHAT A BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS GIFT THEY ARE. 



P A G E  3  C A N T A L I C I A N  T I M E S  

By Sue Ruska,  
Speech Coordinator  
 
We are thirteen strong 
i n  t h e  S p e e c h 
Department at the 
Cantalician Center for 

Learning and are providing services to 
students from infancy through their 21

st
 

year.  Our department works with each 
studentôs individual needs. We 
encourage verbal speech but have 
found the need to also develop 
alternate ways for our students to 
communicate within their classrooms, 
their friends, and their families.   

 

Our students are challenged with a 
variety of disabilities, and we strive to 
meet their communication needs in all 
settings.  We work together as a team 
within the department and with related 
services to design the best possible 
treatment plan for each student. The 

department has recently developed 
two new projects for the 2009-2010 
school year. 

 

Our team at the Eggert Road 
campus has helped to formulate a 
diagnostic plan for early detection of 
Autism and/or related disorders on the 
spectrum. Once a student is given an 
early diagnosis, our team is prepared 
to make the necessary referrals, 
design the appropriate treatment plan, 
and provide parental in-servicing and 
training if needed. Therapeutic 
services can further be provided 
through our Preschool program. 

 

The second new service this year 
was designed by the team at the Main 
Street campus. The focus of this 
project is to assist all pre-vocational 
students with community awareness 
and prepare them for social and 
informational conversations. A special 

communication tool was designed to 
aide our students with the conversation 
process both as the speaker and 
listener. With the assistance of the 
therapist, a student is guided through a 
conversation filled with complete 
questions and answers. Target themes 
focusing on community, travel, job 
responsibilities and expectations, and 
social interests have helped to prepare 
our students for adulthood. 

 

 These two new and exciting 
department projects were both 
designed to aide not only our students 
and families but to help to respond to a 
community need.  We have a unique 
opportunity to partner with the staff and 
individuals at our Community Services 
campus on Hertel to project our 
student needs and help them prepare 
for a productive future within our 
community. 
 

Talking Proud in the Speech Department 

Main Street Campus Holiday Concert 

is a HUGE success!! 

 Department  Showcase 

By Theodore Lesh, Principal 
 

This holiday season, the students at the 
Main Street campus presented special 
songs and routines for a captivated 
audience. Students sang Christmas 
songs, performed dance routines, and 
put on a great show for the many staff 

members, family members, and friends in attendance.  
 

There were many highlights to the performance, 
including Antonioôs soft-shoe dance routine, the 12 
days of Christmas song by Tyshawn with background 
vocals by Room 109, and the ever-popular Jingle Bells, 
performed by a mixture of students.  It was clearly 
evident that students and staff worked very hard on 
their songs!   Special thanks to Sue Ruska and the 
many therapists, teachers, aides, and assistants who 
helped their students prepare.  A video compilation of 
the event will be coming soon to a computer near 
you!  Look for it in early 2010!  

The Cantalician Center for Learning is very fortunate to have 

dedicated and loyal employees that have been with us for a very 

long time, some as long as thirty years. We honored some of those 

steadfast employees at a special reception this past December.  

 

Please join us in recognizing the following people for their many 

years of service. We are honored and thankful for their many years 

of contribution to our agency.  

30 Years: Valeria Aldridge, Jan Bagley & Angela Hull 

25 Years: Liane Michalski & Anthony Gervase 

20 Years: Ana Irizarry & Kathleen Stockwell 

15 Years: Linda Lefebvre, Eric Ashford, Jeanette Schifano 

10 Years: Theresa Drennan-Smith, Donna Zehler, Ken Newsom, 

Bob Barnd, Jill Krzeminski, Linda Anello, Barbara Bunce, Patricia 

Sampson 

5 Years: Doris Boyd, Mark Moser, Julie Brueckl, Stephanie 

Bialkowski, Peter Kowalski 

Employee Appreciation Reception 


