
nature and your strength.  I will 

miss you. 

Jasen ï one of our athletes.  You 

are always moving , be it 

running, going for walks, biking 

or skating.  You must make 

everyone around you tired. 

William   - Your outgoing 

personality and willingness to 

share makes everyone feel 

welcome when you are around 

them -  A wonderful talent to 

have. 

Erika ïYou are our social 

butterfly.  Your laughs and hugs 

will be missed by all. 

Shaka ï our traveler. You love 

to explore new places and new 

things. Well, look out, because 

you have a whole new world to 

take on. Enjoy it. 

Shaquanna - you are a hard 

worker and your eagerness to 

take on more will serve  you well 

in the years ahead. 

Rayshawn ï You also are a very 

hard worker and care about 

others.  Everyone talks about 

how helpful you are to your 

teachers and fellow students. 

Jeremy ï Your love of meeting 

people means you will have 

some very exciting times ahead 

of you. Please keep that 

excitement for life. 

 

In closing, when I asked my 

college age daughter for any 

Pearls of Wisdom, she sharedé   
Tell them òto never let fear hold 

you back from accomplishing 

the amazing things you're 

capable of.ò 

 

Congratulations on your 

achievements and GODSPEED. 

By   

Terese Scofidio, 

Executive 

Director. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Executive Directorôs 

Corner shares the 2009 

commencement address 

reflecting on the graduates of 

2009. 

 

Good Morning to all of you on a 

day that is filled with 

excitement and anticipation; 

with relief and fear.  

Graduations to me are always 

bitter sweet.  You have 

accomplished so much and look 

forward to what is to come and 

yet fear leaving the comfortable 

and uplifting surroundings you 

have known for so many 

years. 

 

To the graduatesô parents and 

families, I say, congratulations. 

You have navigated the past 21 

complicated, heartfelt years. 

And now the hard part comes. 

Take a look at your child - and 

yes, regardless of our age we 

will always be someoneôs child.   

It is time to allow your children 

to experience new and different 

moments.  Moments that none 

of us can know. It is up to them 

to find their way and we are 

only here to provide them with 

the supports and encouragement 

that we as adults all need to 

varying degrees.   Remember 

your parents didnôt think you 

could do it either. 

 

 To the Teachers, aides, 

therapists and all who have been 

fortunate enough to share in our 

graduates lives, it is also time to 

say good bye.  I know you do so 

filled with a heavy heart for they 

have been yours for so long, yet 

you are thankful to their parents 

and families who have shared 

them with us, and excited to 

know they are ready to spread 

their wings and move onward 

and upward. Thank you for all 

you do for them everyday. 

 

To the Graduates ï My first year 

at Cantalician has been your last.  

I have gotten to know some of 

you personally while others I 

have heard about from your 

teachers. 

 

Aaron - youôre a talkative young 

man and shared that you will be 

staying with Cantalician in our 

Adult Programs and looking 

forward to earning money.  Be 

sure, I will stop by now and then 

so you can fill me in on whatôs 

happening. 

Demetrius ï You have a 

wonderful love of learning and 

doing things.  You too will be 

joining us at Hertel and I look 

forward to everything you will 

be involved in. 

James ïyou are a young man 

with big dreams of getting a job 

and making a living for yourself 

ï you can accomplish this if you 

stay focused and work hard.    
Scott - or as I know him - 

Scottie. I met you early on and 

immediately admired your good 

 Graduation Day Brings Mixed Emotions at Cantalician 
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Judy Maciolek,  

Physical Therapist, Main Campus 

For her demonstrated compassion and 

ongoing efforts to ensure that our 

students receive the highest quality 

services. 

 

Jennifer Rogers, Hertel  Campus 

Rehabilitation Counselor,  

For her willingness to go above and 

beyond for the individuals in her pro-

gram. She is well liked and respected 

by everyone she works with and for. 

 

Employee of the Month  -  2nd Quarter 

An organization is only as good or strong as itsô employees . We are proud to say that the Cantalician Center for 

Learning is jam packed with exceptional and dedicated staff who go above and beyond the call of duty everyday to 

satisfy the needs of the very special children and adults who participate in our programs. It is our honor to present 

the second quarter recipients of the Employee of the Month  - CONGRATULATIONS!!!!!  

 

 

 

Jennifer Rockenstein,  

Teacher, Main Campus 

For her positive teaching approach and 

efforts to create a nurturing learning 

environment for her students. 

 

Patrick Gleason,  

Cleaner, Main Campus 

For his conscientious attention to detail 

in carrying out his duties and 

responsibilities with a smile and 

pleasant demeanor. 

 

 

 

Ana Irizarry ,  

Teacherôs Assistant, Eggert Campus  

For ñgoing above and beyondò by 

assisting in the classroom in the 

teacherôs absence and her consistent 

calm and positive demeanor in her 

dealings with both students and staff.   

 

Bob Kaiser,  

Job Trainer, Hertel Campus 

For his ongoing support and 

willingness to assist both consumers 

and fellow staff.  Bob is always willing 

to share his knowledge with other staff 

and pitch in where needed. 

April    Norm Krasuski, 20 years  

 Ken Newsom, 10 years 

 

May Eric Ashford, 15 years 

 Jill Krzeminski, 10 years 

 Robert Barnd, 10 years 

 

June  Julie Bruecki, 5 years 

Employee 

Recognition   
Happy  

Anniversary!  

 

Thank you 

for your 

many years of 

dedication 

and service! 

   A REAL ñPHYSICALò PRESENCE 

A  s p e c i a l 

congratulations 

t o  Ph ys i ca l 

E d u c a t i o n 

Teachers Patrick 

Canahai and  

Peter Kowalski 

and  Speech 

Therapist Eric 

Meslinski. They  developed a Skill-based Intramural 

Sports Program for Individuals with Developmental 

Disabilities and presented at this years Developmental 

Disabilities Awareness Day at the Buffalo Convention 

Center in May. Together they continue to develop top 

notch sports programs for our Main Street students and 

instill a renewed sense of team spirit and self 

confidence in our students and school pride in our staff.  

They were also recently recognized as ñTeam of the 

Quarterò for the first quarter of 2009 for their 

outstanding contributions and performance. 

 

Colleen OôConnell Jancevski, Esq. 

In House Counsel &  

Director Of Human Resources 

Carolyn Kelsey 

Human Resource Assistant 
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Since 1986 Richard Hull has served as a 

member of the Cantalician Center for 

Learning Board of Directors. During his 

tenure he has served in various 

capacities. Currently, as Vice President, 

Mr. Hull considers his involvement a 

genuine privilege and honor, particularly 

now as a new administrative team 

implements exciting and positive 

changes agency wide. On many 

occasions, Mr. Hull has served as master 

of ceremonies for Cantalician Center 

fund raising dinners. 

 

Well known throughout the corporate 

and non-profit community, Mr. Hull has 

served as Executive Director of Western 

New Chapter of March of Dimes 

following retirement from a 35 year 

career with New York Telephone. There 

he ascended to manager of several 

business offices and was spokesperson 

for public relations issues for the  

company. 

With a sincere interest in community 

involvement, Mr. Hull has for a lifetime 

contributed his resources, talent and time 

to countless causes, concerns and events 

for which he has 

received various 

hu man i ta r i an 

awards. One of 

his favorite 

events include 

his role as past 

chairman of the 

Dunlop Pro-Am 

S p o r t s 

A w a r d s 

D i n n e r 

honoring 

past and 

present sports greats in the Grand 

Ballroom of the Statler Hotel.  

Gifted in music from an early age, Mr. 

Hull began his music avocation at the 

age of 9 in the Lockport Public School 

with his instrument of choice, the bass 

violin. His talent soon provided him 

the opportunity to perform with world 

renowned jazz and symphony 

musicians while attending Buffalo 

State College and later as a member of 

the U.S. Army concert band while 

serving our country. His absolute love 

of performing music continues today. 

 

A dedicated family man married to his 

wife Jean for 55 years, the Hullôs have 

3 ch i ld ren  and 4  beaut i fu l 

granddaughters. An accomplished 

sailor, Mr. Hull can often be found on 

his boat ñKahasacaò sailing Lake 

Ontario where he makes his home on 

the south shore in Wilson, New York. 

 
Editors Note: A special thanks to Mr. Hullôs son 

and CCL employee Tim Hull for writing this bio 

about his dad -- a labor of love, respect and honor.  

Cantalician Center for Learning 2009 -2010 Board of Directors  

President 

Mr. John L. Langer  

Jenson, Marks, 

Langer & Vance LLC 

 

Vice President 

Mr. Richard Hull  

 

Treasurer 

Robert Laughlin 

TMP Technologies 

 

 

Secretary 

Terese Scofidio 

Pictured: Front row left, Sophia Canahai, Robert Laughlin, Kathleen Mariano, Nicki McCullough Calabrese, Sister Lorianne Tylczynski, Thomas Bennett. Back 

row left, Carol Kostyniak, Msgr. David Slubecky, John Langer, Richard Hull, Patrick Walsh, Terese Scofidio and Steven Timmel. Missing from photo: Celine 

Beling, Hank Balling, Edward M. Flynn,  Bishop Edward Kmiec, Msgr. Paul Litwin, Msgr. Joseph  Sicari & Joseph Stoeckl.  

Hank J. Balling 

Arbour Construction Management 

 

Celine M. Beling 

 

Thomas G. Bennett, L.H.D. 

 

Nicki McCullough Calabrese, PhD. 

Canisius College 

 

Edward M. Flynn, CLU  

 

Most Reverend Edward W. Kmiec 

Bishop, Diocese of Buffalo 

Carol Kostyniak 

Diocese of Buffalo 

 

Reverend Msgr. Paul A. Litwin 

Chancellor, Diocese of Buffalo 

 

Kathleen M. Mariano, RN, PNP, DNS 

DôYouville College 

 

Reverend Msgr. Joseph J. Sicari 

Director of Catholic Charities 

 

Reverend Msgr. David Slubecky, JCL, STL 

Vicar General-Moderator of the Curia 

Diocese of Buffalo 

Sister Mary Lorianne Tylczynski, CSSF  

Provincial of Felician Sisters 

 

Patrick Walsh 

Walco Chemical Products 

  

Joseph A. Stoeckl, Esq. 

Kennedy, Stoeckl & Martin, P.C.  

 

Steven Timmel 

Diocese of Buffalo 
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I wish to thank the parents of 

our graduates and ALL our 

parents for entrusting your 

child/children to us.  You 

have been a daily part of what 

Cantalician Center is about.  

You have remained dedicated 

to your child and to us.  We 

know that you will continue 

to recommend us to others 

and we are grateful. 

 

The 2008 ï 2009 school year 

seems to have come and gone 

in a flash.  During this year 

we were able to receive 15 

new computers for the school 

age program, created a new 

resource room in the 

Preschool building on Eggert, 

had our New York State 

review of the Preschool 

Program, and engaged in 

many challenging adventures 

under the leadership of the 

new administration of 

Cantalician Center. 

 

There is no one person who 

can take credit for all that 

happens each and every day.  

At the schools, we work 

together to stay focused on 

our care and concern about 

our children and youth.  Each 

and every day someone ñsteps 

to the plateò to help, to 

volunteer time, to create 

ideas, to implement ideas, to 

be good teachers, therapists, 

nurses, assistants, aides, 

cafeteria workers, cleaners, 

maintenance and leaders.  To 

each of these individuals I 

extend my thanks and 

gratitude.  Cantalician Center 

is a great place because of 

each dedicated person who 

works here. 

 

Our vacation is a short period 

of time é summer school 

begins on Monday, July 6th 

and ends on 

Friday, August 

14th. 

 

With many 

thanks for all 

you do and are, 

Sister Paul Marie Baczkowski 

Director of Education 

I write this today on the 

morning of the Cantalician 

Cen te r  fo r  Lea rn ing 

Graduation.  Thirteen 

students are graduating at a 

10:00 ceremony in our school 

Chapel.  Most of these 

students have been with us 

from 1 ï 19 years.  Some had 

their beginnings at the Eggert 

Road School.  Now they are 

21 years of age and moving 

on é some going to the 

Cantalician Community 

Services Center, some to day 

habilitation programs, some 

are staying home.  Even 

though they came to us as 

children é they leave us as 

adults.  In whatever gifts they 

have been given, they have 

been a blessing to us at 

Cantalician Center. When 

you have the opportunity to 

see them graduate, you have 

the opportunity to realize 

how they have grown and 

how they have touched the 

lives of each person who 

works in our schools. 

 

C A N T A L I C I A N  

T I M E S  

ñItôs not 

about how 

fast you  

get there,  

Itôs about 

whatôs 

waiting on 

the other 

side....  

Itôs all about 

the climb!  

 

-  Miley Cyrus  

From the desk of Sister Paul Marie Baczkowski,  
Director of Education...... 

Graduates Bask in the Glow at Main Campus  

The Cantalician Center for 
Learning is proud to announce 
that thirteen students graduated 
on June 17, 2009 with IEP 
diplomas.  Parents, family, and 
friends gathered for a wonderful 
celebration in the Chapel on 
Main Street.  The guest 
speaker was the Executive 
Director of Cantalician ï Terry 
Scofidio.  She gave a warm 
welcome to the graduates and 
their families, and wished them 
the best of success as they 
move on to the next challenges 
in their lives.  A special 
performance was given by  

 students from Ms. Angela Hullôs 
classroom, 210 ï as they sang 
and signed two beautiful and 
inspirational songs, Donôt Give 
Up, and Birds Still Dance.   

Finally, the students received 
their hard-earned diplomas 
and had a chance to celebrate 
with a luncheon and dance in 
the gymnasium.  Fun was had 
by all on this wonderful day, 
and tears were shed as 
teachers and staff said 
goodbye and good luck to their 
students ï some of whom they 
have served for years.  Even 
though some of our friends are 
moving on ï they will certainly 
never be forgotten!  It was truly 
a  s p e c i a l  g r a d u a t i o n 
celebration!  
By Theodore Lesh, Main 
Street Campus Principal 



Eggert Campus Preschool   
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It is hard to believe that another fantastic 

year has come to a close.  Many 

remarkable accomplishments in regards to 

the growth and development of the 

children have taken place.  This is due to 

the efforts of the teachers, staff, and 

support from the Administrative 

leadership team of Cantalician Center.  In 

addition, the tremendous support that we 

have received from parents has made this 

all possible. 

 

Many exciting and meaningful activities 

have taken place since our last newsletter 

this past spring such as our Courageous 

Pacers program and field trips to the 

Buffalo Zoo. 

 

On May 15th the Eggert Road students, 

under the direction of Miss Doris Boyd, 

presented the ñThe Four Seasons and the 

12 Months of the Yearò The students and 

staff worked very hard practicing for this 

presentation that took place in our 

Auditorium with each room selecting a 

month or a season of the year. 

 

On June 10th the Alhambra picnic took 

place at our Eggert Road campus. The 

Alhambra has been holding these annual 

picnics for our students for the past 40 

years! We thank them for their dedication 

and support. In addition, 5 volunteers from 

Kohlôs department stores volunteered their 

time to assist our staff and students at the 

picnic. Some of the activities were board 

games, face painting, sack races and visits 

from the Amherst police, Eggertsville 

Hose Company and the Erie County 

Sheriffôs Mounted Patrol. Food, Fun and 

Games were had by all! 

 

On June 12th our school celebrated Flag 

Day. The staff and students did a great job 

preparing for this event which included a 

parade and the singing of Patriotic songs 

in the front of our school. In addition, the 

students learned how to plant vegetables 

and flowers in our gardens as part of the 

dayôs activities. 
 

Finally, Iôd like to wish everyone a safe 

and fun summer! 

 

By Mike Kinz,  

Eggert Road Principal 

 

CAUTION -Day Habilitation Construction Zone Ahead! 

  

 

 

By Anne Spisiak,  

Director of Cantalican 

Community Services 

 

 

 

The Day Habilitation Program has 

recent ly  gone th rough some 

reorganization.  We spruced up; cleaned 

out; rolled on a fresh coat of paint; (yes 

the ñblue roomò is really blue now) made 

the groups smaller; shuffled around the 

staff all to be sure we are providing the 

highest quality services to our individuals.  

We asked some of the individuals who are 

receiving service in the ñblue roomò what 

they thought about the change and they all 

responded ñwe love it!ò   

 

The group now calls themselves ñThe 

Prideò and one of the members drew a 

beautiful picture of a pride of lions for 

the room.  Some individuals also stated 

that they like the exercise equipment and 

a place to relax.  Individuals enjoy being 

a part of planning and having a space of 

their own, they said it makes them feel 

very important.  Special thanks goes out 

to the volunteers who came in on 

Saturday to paint, the maintenance staff 

who have responded to every request, 

including a pretty complicated painting 

scheme and the day habilitation 

management and staff who have 

embraced the idea that ñchange is 

goodò. 

 

We were also very fortunate to recently 

receive a generous donation from the 

Parents of Retarded Children Camp 

Fund. With this gift we were able to 

purchase a beautiful new flat screen 

television and a Wii Game System with 

two Wii Fit Boards, Games and 

Accessories. The group was elated and 

plan to implement constructive, 

comprehensive and aerobic game play 

into their daily routines  -  and maybe a 

little fun time too!  


